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CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
(Continued from page 104. ) 

called the time of Christ’s coming to destroy the Jewish nation, the 
great and bright duy of the Lord. Joel ii. 31, Mal. iv. 5. Isaiah 
Senger. that the breath of his lips should slay the wicked, and 

aul citing his words, declares, the Lord shall consume the wicked 
with the breath of his mouth. Isa. xi. 4; 2 Thess, ii. 8. Malachi 
says, Behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all that 
do wickedly shall be stubble, and the day shall burn them. Mal- 
iv. 1. Alluding to the same event, the Psalmist says—A devouring 
fire shall go before Jehovah. Ps. 1. 3. John tbe Baptist foretold, 
that Christ would burn up the chaff with fire unquenchable. Mat. 
iii, 12. And Paul warns the Corinthians, that the day should be re- 
vealed by fire, which should try every man’s work. 1. Cor. iii. 12 
‘These passages of scripture seem to mark the severity of that con- 
demnation which befell the ancient people of God, on account of 
their unbelief and apostacy. 

Notwithstanding the appearance of Christ as a fiery brightness, 
was not designed to indicate a wrathful or avenging disposition, but 
merely the dignity and glory of his person and office. This will 
readily be admitted by all who attentively consider the language of 
the Jewish scriptures. When Jehovah appeared on Sinai, the moun- 
tain burned with fire. Ex. xix. 18, Deut. iv. 11, and ix. 15, There 
he showed Israel his great fire—i. e. the glory of his majesty. Deut, 
ix. $36. The Shechinah or glory of the Lord, which abode between 
the cherubim in the temple, was the appearayce of a flame of fire. 
The person who appeared to Ezekiel in vision, ‘‘was surrounded 
with brightness which was the glory of the Lord; and the brightness 
was the appearance of fire.” Chap. i. 27, 28. The appearance 
also of the creatures which drew the triumphal car of Jehovah, was 
as a flash of lightning, and as buriling coals of fire, like the appear- 
ance of lamps; and out of the fire went forth lightning; and the 
whole appearance of Jehovah’s train was a fire enfolding itself, and 
a brightness rouad about it. Ex. i. 4, 13. 14. At the translation 
of Elijah, there appeared horses and chariots of fire. 2 Kings ii. 
11. Elisha was surrounded with horses and chariots of fire, as an 


emblem of the Divine presence and protection. 2 Kings vi. 17.— 
The throne of the Ancient of Days was like a fiery flame, and 
the wheels like a flame of fire. Dan. vii. 9. The seven spirits be- 
fore the throne appeared like lamps burning with fire. Rev. iv. 5. 


Malachi prophesied that Christ should be as a refiner’s fire; and 


our Lord foretold, that as lightning shineth from the east towards the 
west, so should the coming ofthe Son of Manbe. Mal. iu. 2, Mat- 
xxiv. 27, Luke xvii. 24. 
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We may therefore safely conclude, the apostle had these predictions 
full in view, when he wrote my text, and described the coming of 
Christ, as the appearance of fire. Indeed our Lord foretold he 
would come in the glory of his Father; but the glory of the Father 
was always manifested to the Jews by a brightness or appearance 
of fire. Hence the fiery brightness Rot the majesty of Christ, 
and not his judgments; much less can it denote a material fire de- 
signed to devour his enemies! ‘Though the severe judgments of the 
Deity be sometimes represented in the scriptures, under the notion 
of fire. streams of fire, or a furnace of fire; yet this is not the de- 
sig of the metaphor in my text; for the glory of Christ, and not 
his judgments, are indicated by the flame. {[nnumerable — of 
sacred writ show the fiery brightness, attending the manifestation of 
Jehovah, or his messengers, to be an emblem of majesty, and not of 
vengeance. 

3. The signs of Christ’s coming, were the shaking of the heavens; 
the heavens passing away with a great noise: the elements melting 
with fervent heat; the earth and its works burnt up; the sun dar- 
kened; the moon not giving her light; ami the stars falling from 
heaven; great earthquakes; fearful sights, and signs, in the heavens; 
famine and pestilence; the sea and the waves thereof rearing. Mat. 
xxiv. 29, Luke xxi. 11, 25, 26, and 2 Peter iii. 10. These are bigh- 
ly metaphorical expressions which frequently occur in the sacred 
scriptures. Of them the truly learned Jewish Rabbi, Maimonedes 
thus observes, *‘these expressions are proverbial, importing the des- 
truction or utter ruin of a people or nation,’? Artemidorus says, 
**the sun darkened or turned into blood, the stars falling, imply, in 
prophetic language, the destruction of many people.” Whitby’s 
Com. vol. 1, gen. pref. 

Bishop Warburton, Julian, B. 1, C. 1, observes, the kingdom of 
Christ succeeded the Jewish theocracy; and till the Jewish law was 
abolished in which the Father presided as king, the reign of the Son 
could not take place; because the sovereignty of Christ over men, 
was the sovereignty of the Father over the ais transferred and ex- 
tended. This being the most important era, in the oeconomy of 
grace, and the most awful revolution in all God’s religious dispen- 
sations, we see the elegance and propriety of the terms to denote so 
great an event, together with the destruction of Jerusalem} by which 
it was effected. For in the old prophetic language, the change or 
fall of princip:lities and powers, whether spiritual or civil, is signi- 
fied by the shaking of the heavens and earth; darkening of the sun 
and moon, and the falling of the stars.. The rise anc establishment 
of new kingdoms or empires, by processions in the clouds of hea- 
ven, by the sounding of trumpets, and the assembling together of 
hosts and nations.”” This perfectly accounts for the gathering of 
the elect; the awakening of the dead; the meeting of the Lord in 
the air; and the sounding of the trumpet; «ll implying the establish- 


ment of christianity or the kingdom of Jesus on the ruins of the 
Jewish dispensation. 
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The same venerable writer, Div. Leg. vol. 2, b, 4, says, **This 
language was borrowed from the ancient hieroglyphics, in which the 
sun, moon, and stars, were used to represent states and empires, 
kings, queens, and nobility: their eclipse or extinction, denote tem- 
porary tata or their entire overthrow. In like manner the ho- 
I prophets, called kings and empires by the names of the heavenly 
luminaries. Their misfortunes and overthrow were represented by 
eclipses and extinction; stars falling from their firmanent, are em- 
ployed to denote the destruction of nobility. In one word, the pro- 
phetic style seems to be a kind of speaking hieroglyphic.” 

Maimonides assigns the following reason for such phraseology.— 
“As Isaiah, ch. xxx. 26, speaking of such as had been conquered, 
says, their sun and moon have lost their light; so he says also of con- 
querors; their sun and moon increase their light. For experience 
proves that the eyes of men, in great misery, grow dim, and do not 
see the light in its full splendor; the nerves being weakened, by want 
of spirits. On the other had, when by joy the soul is enlarged, and 
the animal spirits are conveyed in abundance to the organs of vision, 
the sun and light appear greater than before-” 

Let us now look into our Bibles and we shall see these opinions 
both confirmed and illustrated. Isaiah predicting the destruction of 
Babylon ch. xiii. 10, says, ‘“The stars of heaven and the constella- 
tions thereof shall not give their light; the sun shall be darkened in his 
going forth; and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. Again, 
describing the destruction of Idumea, he says, ch. xxxiv. 5; ‘all the 
hosts of heaven, shall be dissolved; and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll; and all their hosts shall fall asa leaf falleth from 
the vine, and as the falling fig from the fig tree.”” Ezekiel foretells 
the destruction of Egypt, in the following language, ch. xxxii. 7, 8. 
**T will cover the heaven and make the stars thereof dark; I will co- 
ver the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. All 
the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set dark- 
ness upon thy land saith the Lord God.” Joel describing the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, adopts similar terms, ch. ii 10, 30. S1.— 
**The earth shall quake before them, (i. e. the Romans;) the heavens 
shall tremble, the sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars 
withdraw their shining. I will show wonders in the heavens, and 
and on the earth blood and fire, and pillars of smoke- The sun 
shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come.” Now as Peter applies 

art of Joel’s prophecy to the events of the day of Pentecost, and 
Fock declares that in those same days and that time the other signs 
should be manifested, we have no reason to protract the remaining 
part of the prophecy longer than the destruction of Jerusalem, which 
followed soon afterwards. 

In allusion to the above prophecies, especially that of Joel, our 
Lord predicted fearful signs, and shakings of the earth and heavens. 
But as several of the signs foretold by our Lord, were designed to 
warn the disciples, many of them literally happened. So Jesephusy 
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L. 4, ch. 17, informs us of a dreadful tempest, frequent lightnings, 
terrible thunderings; roarings of the sea, and quakings of the earth. 
That armies were seen in the clouds, in battle array, and compas- 
sing the city; and that a comet pointed its fiery tail down upon the 
city, for a whole year, portending its ruin; L. 7, ch. 31. acitus, 
the Roman historian, says, the temple seemed to be in flames, by fire 
issuing from the clouds. L. 5, p. 621. : 

Though some of the signs of our Lord’s coming were literally 
fulfilled, beeause without a figure they were described in the predic- 
tion; yet the description in general is highly symbolical. That the 
stars falling from heaven, emblematically represented the overthrow 
of the Jewish rulers and teachers, evidently appears from the follow - 
ing passages of scripture. Daniel says the little horn waxed great, 
even to the host of heaven, and cast down some of the host. and of the 
stars to the ground, and stamped upon them; Ch. viii. 10. Isaiah 
describes the king of Babylon as saying, I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; Ch. 14, 15. The 
tail of the great red dragon drew the third part of the stars of hea- 
ven, and castthem to the earth; Rev. xi. 4. I need not multi- 
ply citations to prove that stars were symbols of religious teachers. 
The single reference to Rev. i. 20, is abundantly sufficient. 

Drs. Lightfoot and Hamond, having referred the language of Peter, 
concerning the coming of Christ, in the third chapter of his second 
epistle, to the destruction of Jerusalem; and Mr. Le Clere having 
exposed the fanciful application of this chapter and some other parts 
of scrinture to an imaginary future general judgment yet to come; 
Dr. Whitby seemed somewhat offended, yet promised to be more 
friendly with his learned opponents, in his commentary on the 
gospels. He admits the application of Peters’ predictions to the 
destruction of Anti-Christ. Rev. xvii. After which, in his opinion, 
follow the new heavens, and newearth. But had the Dr. sufficiently 
considered the subject, and maintained consistency in his own theo- 
ries, he would have been forced to abfhit that the new heaven and 
new earth denoted that new order of things which succeeded the 
abolition of the Jewish heavens and earth, or ecclesiastico-civil po- 
lities. Then all the elements of that dispensation melted with fer- 
vent heat,and the heavens, or Mosaic dispensation, passed away with 
a great noise. This great event was undoubtedly the object of Hag- 
gai’s prophecy, ch. S 7, cited by Paul, Heb. xii. 26, where, and on 
Thess. it. 1, Whitby entirely concedes the disputed ground to his 
opponents by remarking that **this ae of the heavens and earth, 
cannot mean the subversion of the material world; but is a metaphor, 
usually adopted by the prophets, to denote the entire overthrow of 
a state or kingdom.” 

No man con be surprised by the third chapter of Peter’s second 
— who reads the following scriptures. Isa. xii. 13 1 will 
shake the heavens, and the earth will remove out of her p.ace, in 
the day of his fierce anger. Ps. Ixxvii. 18, The voice of thy 
thunder was in the heavens; the lightnings lightened the world, the 
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earth trembled and shook. Isa. xxiv. 19, 20. The earth is utterly 
broken down, the earth is clean dissolved and moved like a cottage. 
Jer. iv. 23, 2 I beheld the earth and le! it was without form and 
void; the heavens and they had no light. Now the cootexi mest man- 
ifestly yen that this language was descriptive of the destruction of 
nations; and if ever such language apply to the subversion of any peo- 
ple, certainly to the Jewish. About 2,000,000 perished in the city 
of Jerusalem, by Titus, and in the eighteenth year of Trajan, the 
Jews having made sedition in Lybia, Egypt, and Mesopotamia, that 
war, says Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. L- 1, c. 15, extinguished pollas muria- 
das Ioudaion, many myriads of the Jews. From the i 6th to the 16th 
of Adrian, they again rebelled, and then were almost utterly extermi- 
nated, and prohibited ever to retarn to Judea. On attempting to re- 
cover their favored country, he ordered their ears to be cut off, their 
bodies to be marked as rebels, and dispersed them as slaves through 
all the provinces of the empire. According to the best authorities, 
more perished in the war against Adrian, than in the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Titus. Thus was awfally accomplished, the predic- 
tion of our Lord, ‘*Wherever the carcass, the Jewish people, is, 
there will the eagles, the Roman army, be gathered together.” Luke 
xvii. 37. 

Another sign of the coming of the Son of Man was, great earth- 
quakes in divers places. Luke xxi. 11. Of these significant emblems 
of political commotions, there occurred several within the scene of 
this prophecy, and according to the prediction, in divers places. In 

the reign of Claudius there was one at Rome, and another in Apumea, 

in Syria, both recorded by Tacitus; and Phillostratus,in his life of 
Appollonius, mentions one in Crete, others at Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, 
and Samos; in all of which places, Jews had settled. During the 
reign of Nero, there was one in Campania, and another at Laodicea, 
both noticed by Tacitus;—the latter is mentioned by Eusebius and Or- 
osius, who add that Hierapolis and Colosse, as well as Laodicea, 
were overthrown by an earthquake. ‘There was also another in the 
reign of Galba, recorded by Suetonius. Josephus also informs us, 
that “in the awful night when the Idume ns were excluded from Jeru- 
salem, a heavy storm burst on them, violent winds, incessant torrents 
of rain, constant lightnings, and most tremendous thunderings, and 
roarings of earthquakes, as if the system of the, world had been con- 
founded to. effect the distruction of mankind; so that one might h: ve 
easily conjectured that these were signs of no cemmmon events,” 

Another sign was, that the gospel snould be preached to all the 
world, and then should the end come. Mat. xxiv. 14, Of the fulfilment 
“of this prediction, the epistles of Paul. addressed to the christians of 
Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse, and ‘Thessalonica; and 
those of Peter to those in Pontus, Cappadocia, and Bithynia, are stan- 
ding monuments. Paul tells the Romans, their fiita was spoken of 
throughout the worlds and the Colossians, that the gospel had been 
pre ached to every creature uider heaven. ° The Acts of the Apostles, 
written seven yeurs before the destruction of Jerusalem, attests the 
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fact, that the gospel had been preached to all the then known werld: 
Bishop Newton observes, that the history of the church shows, that 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, the gospel had been propagated 
northward to Scythia, southward to Ethiopia, eastward to India, and 
westward to Spain and Britain. Moreover, both Eusebius and Theo- 
doret attest,that the apostles preached the gospel in the Britannic isles. 
Doddridge, in his notes on the passage, says, it appears from the most 
credible records that the gospel was preached in Mesopotamia, Idu- 
mea, and Syria, by Jude; in Egypt, Mauritania, and other parts of Af- 
rica, by Mark, Simon, and Jade; in Ethiopia, by Matthias and Canda- 
ce’s Eunoch; in Pontus, Galatia, and other parts of Asia, by Peter; 
in the territory of the seven Asiatic churches, by John; in Parthia, by 
Matthew; in Scythia, by Phillip and Andrew; in the northern and 
western parts of Asia, by Bartholomew; in Persia, by Simon and Jude; 
in Media, Carmania, and other parts of the east, by Thomas; frem 
Jerusalem, round the vast tract, to Ilyricum, by Paul; in Spain, Gaul, 
and Britain, in all probability by the Apostles; and in all which places 
churches had been planted within thirty years after the death of Christ, 
and ten before the destruction of Jerusalem. See Athan. Epist. ad 
Jov. p. 781, and Socrat. Hist. Eccles. L. 4, c. 12. 

The last sign of Christ’s coming, which I shall notice, was that 
false Christ’s should arise and seduce many, and thereby occasion a 
great apostacy. Mat. xxiv. 5, 11, Luke xxi. 8; 2 Thess. ii. 3, 7, 8. 
Before the destruction of Jerusalem, false Christs did arise as Simon 
Magnus, who pretended to be the Son of God, who had in appear- 
ance been crucified in Judea. Others are mentioned by Luke, Acts 
v. 36, 57, and xxi. 38. This Egyptian noticed by Luke, was proba- 
bly the same described by Josephus, who led away 30,000 Jews whom 
he had deceived; Ant. L. 20,c. 6. But the most distinguished was 
Barchocheba whom the Jews crowned king in the city of Bitter.— 
This imposter occasioned a greater slaughter of the Jews, than had 
happened at the capture of their city by Titus. See Buxtorf on the 
words Choziba and Bitter. John says, “Little children, ye have 
heard that Anti-Christ should come, even now there are many Anti- 
Christs in the world whereby we know that it is the last time; Anti- 
Christ of whom ye have heard even now already isin the world.” 
i Johnii. 18, 2d Epis. 7. Here we find Anti-Christ was in the world 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and consequently the apostacy ex- 
isted then a!so, and we need not labor to find another date. According- 
ly,Grotius, Wetstein, Hammond, Le Cierc, and Whitby, all agree te 
fix the time of the apostacy before the dispersion of the Jewish na- 
tion. Consequently the Jewish people was that man of sin, or as 
many good MSs. read anomias of disobedience, who made defec- 
tion from the Komin state and religion of Jesus, and were therefore 
consumed by the brightness of his coming. Hence we conclude from 
the testimony of history, scripture, and the best commentators, that 
the signs of Cirisi’s coming, as well as that great event itself, took 

lace at the overth:ow of the Jewish nation, and temple services. 

4. The design of Christ’s coming, according to the English version 
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of my text, wasto take vengeance on them who knew not God, nor 
obeyed the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chrisi. Here Paul refers to the 
language of Christ, Luke xxi. 22, where describing the awful catas- 
trophe which should befall the Jewish nation, Jesus said, ‘these be 
the days of vengeance that all things which are written may be ful- 
filled. Hence the language of our Lord and his apostle must relate 
to the same event ; for Piul referring to the same transaction, uses 
the same word to express the same idea. By comparing these passa- 
ges with Luke xvii. 30, we are induced to limit the whole history to the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; and no other interpretation of the text 
should be admitted. ‘The phrase taking vengeance | have rendered 
administering justice, of the propriety of the alteration, let those who 
are qualified to judge determine ; but letall who are ignorant, have 
decency enoughto keep silence. The English phrase is most une- 
quivocally a perversion and abuse of theGreek didontis ekdikesin, 
which signifies togive or administer justice, and consequenly cannot 
mean the reverse or taking. Paul had said in the sixth verse, it was 
justin God to recompense tribulation to the persecuting Jews, but 
rest to the persecuted Christians. Here he repeats the same ideas 
by declaring Christ would «administer justice, i. e. tribulation to the 
persecutor, irreverent, an! disobedient. The disobedience of the Jews 
was strongly marked by Paul, who calls them the * man of sin,” or as 
the MSS. of Stephanus and Lincoln, rex anomias of disobedience. 
In those days the jews were proverbially disobedient, both in the po- 
litical and religious sense of that term. Hence the apostle says, 2d 
Thess. ii. 8, then, at the revel ition of the Lord Jesus, will the wicked 
be revealed ; the Jewish nation or man of disobedience, by their rebel- 
lion against the Roman government and apostacy from the christian 
religion, “whem the Lord will consume with the breath of his mouth 
and destroy by the brightness of his corring.’? Jesus predicted that 
“except these days of vengeance should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved ; but for the elect’s or Christian’s sake the days shall 
be shortened; Mat. xxiv. 22. Uhe banditti who made continual ex- 
cursions from the mountain, and zealets who murdered all that were 
averse to the war, greatly contributed to depopulate the country and 
harrass the christians: but the days were shortened. 1. By the de- 
termination of Titus vigourously to push the siege by assault. 2. 
By the dissentions of the Jews, who accellerated the capture of 
their city by intestine divisions and mutual slaughters. 3. By the 
madness of the factions in burning their store houses, and thereby 
wasting the strength necessary for the defence of the place. 4. By 
the extraordinary panic which seized the Jews, whe. the Romans at- 
tacke | the upper city, in consequeace of waich they fled from their 
strong holds, which Titus afterwards pronounced invulnerable. 5. 
By the crowded state of the city during the seize, which occasioned 
pestilential disorders, and hastened the approach of fumine; the nam- 
ber of its inhabitants on account of the great festival being swelled to 
3,200,100. 

The dispersion of the Jewish nation, according to the prediction of 
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Amos, ch. ix. 9, is called in mv text destruction, which word derived 
from destruo, signifies to unbuild, to decompose, or pull down. John ii. 
19, Luke xxi. 6. Itmay be admitted—tHosea xiii, 9, Mat. xxi. 41, 
Mark xii. 9, Komans ix, 22, 2 Thess. i. 9, and ii. 3, Philip. i. 29, Heb. 
x. 39, and 2 Peter iii. 7. For in all these places, the Jewish nation 
asa collective bedy, appears to be the subject of destruction or dis- 
persion. But hence we cannot infer the aumhilation of their persons 
for that God who threatened to sift them among all nations, promised 
that not a grain shal! be lost, but all Israel shall be glorified. Amos 
ix. 9, Isa. xlv 25. The God of eterusl mercy promised to Israel, 
that though he make a fullend of all nations, whether he had scattered 
them, yet he will not make a full end of them, but correct them in 
measure, and not leave them wholly unpunished. Jer. xxx. 11, and 
xlvi. 28. How awfully this prophecy has been fulfilled, and hear its 
accomplishment in the words of the Jews themselves. ‘Romans, 
Persians, Saracens, Christians, Mahometans, every nation and sect, have 
suceessively raised their arm aguinst us; and from the Nile to the 
Vistula, from the ‘Tagus to the Euphrates, every country has seen our 
blood flowing.” 

This destruction, olethron in my text, is the Kolasis punishment 
Mat. xxv. 46, into which the unbelieving Jews went away. ‘The 
aionian judgment or as some MSS. have it, Kolasis, of which they 
who blasphemed the holy spirit were in danger.—Mark iii. 29.— 
The blindness which has happened to them till the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles come. Rom. xi. 25. This Kolasis is produced by fear and ap- 
prehension, John iv, 18, andis the effect of unbelief. The severity 
of God’s judgments upon this unbappy people is set forth under the 
metaphor of a furnace of fire, Ex. xxii. 17 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, Isa, xxxi. 
9, Mat. xiii. 42, into which God predicted “he would gather them as 
men gather lead and tin, and melt them in the midst of his furnace, 
which was in Jerusalem.” ‘Phis prophecy was verified at the dis- 
truction of Jerusalem by Titus, the Roman general. Christ foretold, 
that dreadful period should be “a time of trouble such as never was, 
or ever should be hereafter.’’ Matt. xxiv. 21. Here permit me to 
remark, this text alone is sufficient to overthrow the Pagan doctrines 
of hell and endless misery. If there were not another in the bible 
opposed to these horrid dogmas, it would be imperative on all men, 
to deny its authenticity or abandon the terriffic doctrine of eternal 
torture. ‘If, says Josephus, all the misfortunes of all nations from 
the beginning ef the world were compared with those which befell 
the Jews, they would appear much less, ‘The destruction of this peo- 
ple, exceeded all the destractions ever God or man brought on the 
world.”? He calculates 1,1000, 0) were destroyed in the seige, 257,- 
000 who perished in other places, besides innumerable multitudes 
sweptaway by famine and pestilence, of which no calculation could be 
made. Above 2,000 laid violent hands upon themvelves, 97,000 
were sold slaves. 11,000 were starved to death under one leader, and 
a jady of rank was seen to mu:der and eat her own child. 

(To be Concluded in our next.) 















CURIOUS CIRCULAR. 


From tHe Cayuca Patriot. 
LAW AND RELIGION—CHURCH AND STATE. 


The fol!owing curious circular we received through the medium o# 
the Post-Office, from Albany. Although this production was inten- 
ded to be secretly circulated, among such only as “have similar 
views,” and ‘‘the circulation of it has been limited,” yet, as we have 
a copy in our possession, and as we appear to have been calculated 
upon by respected friends in other parts of the state, to come out in 
this case im-defence of civil and religious liberty, we deem it our 
puTy to publish it, that the whole body of the people may be aware 
of a secret and most foul conspiracy, to raise up a religious oligarchy, 
and gradually, to advance a state of thiags, which must essentially 
change the nature and principles of our government. 

As the editor of a political newspaper, we have never interfered 
in religious matters, whilst religion kept within its proper bounds; 
and we pledge ourselves that we never will so interfere, from motives 
of friendship or hostility, to this or that religious sect or denomia- 
tion, nor in any case, except when we conceive that some grand 
principle of public liberty is put in jeopardy by those who labor to 
agrandize themselves and their order, at the expense of every thing 
dear to American citizens. But when circumstances require, re- 
gardless of personal consequences to ourselves, we shall breast the 
shock of infuriate zeal, strip the hypocrite of his assumed garb, and 
sound a tocsin of alarm, which will rouse to action the sleeping en- 
ergies of the people. 

Ve see pretences indirectly set up, similar to those advanced by 
the French government and the Spanish clergy, previous to the in- 
vasion of Spain for the overthrow of the constitutional government, 


By telling us of the hurtful influence of disaffected clergymen dur- 
ing the late war, and of the blessed effects ‘*when wars and troubles 


come,” of having ‘‘the moral and religious influence of so respec- 
table an order as a faithful and united ecclesiastical body,” exerted 
in preaching the doctrines of passive obedience to the government 
that pays them, we are given segatively and indirectly, but pretty 
clearly, to understand that unless church and state are connected 
and the clergy provided for by government, their “influence” will be 
directed, in conjunction with the bayonets of the holy alliance, to ru- 
in our fair country, and overthrow our liberties, and bring upon us 
all the evils of Spanish poverty, slavery and religious bigotry. 

The writer intimates plainly enough, that we are to have a kind 
of inguisition with the new order of things, by telling us that those 
whom the national establishment may accuse of ‘‘infidellity” are to 
be ‘*‘borne down and overpowered” by ‘‘numericai force,”’ and that 


it will be ‘the business of government,” to produce unanimity and 
concord both in our civil and religious institutions. 


Whether this circt#hr is the work of some religious order, or of 
the emissaries of the holy alliance, and whether the attempt te intre- 
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duce religious tracts into our common schools on the authority of 
of goverument was intended to pave the way for a union of church 
and state; and also how far the petitions for closing the canal locks 
and stoping the stages and steam-boats on the Sabbath, were inten- 
ded to bring the legislature under the influence of the clergy, and 
familiarize the people to legislation in matters of religion—by this in- 
siduous circular the reader may judge as well as we. We hear place 
it before the public; we have discharged our duty; it belongs to our 
brother editors, and to the people to discharge theirs. 


CIRCULAR. 


**The present aspect of the times furnishes to an attentive obser- 
ver, aclear presentiment of the approaching state of the religious 
world. Who would have believed, even twenty -years since, that 
Prebyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, &c. would have 
joined to deliberate at this day, on the best plan for propagating 
Christian knowledge, and of forming Bible, Missionary, and ‘Tract 
Societies. 

A spirit of Brotherly love and concord is more and more ruling 
and reigning in the hearts of our countrymen. Theological Semina- 
ries, Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies, which are every where 
increasing, have produced and extended religious impressions, gen- 
erally, and awakened Christian zeal and research every where, un- 
der a well-founded prospect, that increased blessings will flow from 
the multiplication of all and particularly the latter, by the establish- 
ment of a National Tract Society at New-York, under the united 
care and superintendance of the most distinguished Clergy of vari- 
bus denominations. 

It is by these means, we see so many of our first men becoming 
converts more and more to the Ciristian faith, and devoted to the 
interest of Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies. At the seat of 
general Government we see Congress electing Chaplains in rotation, 
to offer up prayers for the success of their deliberations. : While we 
witness such concert among the higher orders of society, as to reli- 
gious worship, with a favorable disposition to the distribution of re- 
ligious tracts, properly composed, we have good right to conclude, 
it will issue in a wise -Vational Creed, and that the most pious and 
enlightened men in our country, will see the impropriety of sending 
out Missionaries and Divines to preach the word of Life, with dis- 
cordant and conflicting views. 

This pious unanimity and zeal will be apt to produce its own tem- 
poral revard. See the want of it in the late war, when the influence 
of many disaffected Clergymen was powerfully and successfully ex- 
erted to paralyze the energy and operations of government. ‘They 
were not then allowed to feel and enjoy the benefits which their re- 
ligious labors might confer upon their country. 

By enlisting moral and religious, and cgnsequently numerical 
force, in the cause of Religion, all the opposition of infidelity will be 
borne down and overpowered. Until those collissions and conflicts 
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of opinion, growing out of the same christian belief shall be annihi- 
lated or greatly abated, our country in times of distress and danger, 
may be divided and distracted by religious feuds and quarrels. — 
The business of government, ought, as much as possible, and may be 
practicable to prodace unanimity and concord, both in our civil and 
religious institutions. 

As sure as the force of circumstances produces order and system in 
the world, and as sure as there is a tendency and gravitation in natur- 
al and physical bodies tewards each other, so sure, in the moral and 
religious world, will the lesser bodies or sects be attached to the lar- 
gest. Among refractory and apostate spirits, opposition may be ex- 
pected, but it will be made to yield to the power and influence of 
evangelical truth. 

A reference to the state of christianity in England, furnishes an 
ample solution to this position. A great majority of the people there 
are reconciled to the established order, and unite in giving their sup- 
port to the State. I do not say this because I am an Episcopalian, 
for I am not; but to force the necessity of unanimity in the pre- 
vailing religion of the State; or making it .Vational in its form, 
tendency and operation; since that may be considcred orthodox, which 
has the most adherents, who are made so by birth, education, or acci- 
dent; as each sect ina y from scripture, to derive proof of its 
system. It isthe force of circumstances we have been speaking of, 
which has produced the Established Rel:gion of England—the choice 
of its people, and which is necessary to its peace—the security of 
its government, and strength of the nation. 

What a beneficial influence would it have on public sentiment and 
feeling, if the index of its character should be distinguished by a 
more national costume, which would be solemn and imposing, and 
such as would secure to the sacerdotal character, that reverence 
which is due to it. The emblems of worship, properly prepared and 
arranged, and approved of by a majority of the nation, might be 
made to correspond with it in other respects. Will it be believed, 
that thus qualified; any of the leading sects of this country would 
repel the sanction of government if offered them? Are the profes- 
sors of worship in England to be, and would those in this country, 
preferring a different mode, be consigned to perdition for differing 
from each other. 

From what has been said we may naturally conclude, that a zeal- 
ous co-operation among the most respectable religious sects in our 
country, is tending to a consol:dation, in the principles, doctrines, 
and forms of worship, so desirable to every true christian, and which 
may eventually bring about a conventional arrangement as to a set- 
tled form. These anticipations may be further realized, in securing 
from Congress an appropriation of a portion of the public linds, to a 
limited, yet sufficient number of the clergy, and for a well defined 
course of education, 

Is it not well to provide guards and securities, in time, against 
those innovations and convulsions, which may endanger our social- 
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state? When wars and troubles come, is it nothing to know the 
moral and religious influence of so respectable an order, as a faith- 
ful and united ecclesiastical body will be exerted, where its inerest 
and duty dictate, in explaining and inculcating the duties, in con- 
ciliating the feelings, and uniting the energies of a country against 
a commonenemy? And what in such an event can tend so much 
to streagthen the arms of Government, and draw them to each other 
as to compensate the labours of religious servants faithfully devo- 
ted to its views? In the sunshine when no perplexities assail us, we 
are not to calculate on an unchangeable state of things. The pro- 
gress of events, which are fast transpiring and rosea | them- 
selves, furnish the best comment.on the writer’s views. They are 
plainly disclosed in declaring the object of this circular to be, the 
grand amalgamation of all religious sects and parties.” 


As a rebut to the foregoing illegitimate, weak-minded, and fanat- 
ical circular, we publish the following extract from an address, de- 
livered at Pittsfield, Mass. on the commemoration of American In- 
dependence, by Rev. John Leland, one of the oldest and most in- 
fluential Baptist ministers in this country. 


‘One thing remains undone in this Commonwealth, viz. to place 
religion on its proper footing. Before the revolution, many of the 
colonies had religious establishments among them. Rhode Island, 
New-York and Pennsylvania had none. During the war, or since 
its close, all the old states have altered their constitutions and re- 
vised their laws, to place religion where it ought to be, except Mass. 
All the new states that have been formed since the revolution, have 
left religion to stand on its own merits. 

Instead of the second and third articles of our declaration of 
rights, if something like the following was inserted, it would be 
highly gratifying, to one at least—I believe to many thousands. 

‘The legislature have no right, and shall assume no power, to es- 
tablish any religion—force any man to support any—give one reli- 
gious sect any preference to any other—proscribe any man for here- 
sy—appoint any holy days for worship—compel any man to attend 
public worship or cease from labor—give any legal reward for reli- 
gious services—or require any religious test, to qualify for office.” 

This proposed amendment may be viewed in the light of licen- 
tiousness by some; and as bordering on biasphemy by others; the 
substance of it, however, is adopted in all the states, except Massa- 
chusetts, and enjoyed in the city of Boston, in distinction of other 
towns in the Commonwealth. 

Almost two centuries past, Roger Williams was ejected from Sa- 
Jem, and banished from Massachusetts, for contending for the same 
doctrine,—that rulers, in their official capacity, had nothing to do 
with religion. The contrary opinion prevailed in the colony—that 
legislatures had a divine right to prescribe religion for the people, 
and that magistrates had the same right to pie of doctrines and 


their tendencies. This claim occasioned the Baptists to be whipped, 
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the Quakers to be hanged, and the witches to be gibbeted! Admit 
of the principle, that religious opinions are objects of civil govern- 
ment, or any ways under its controul, and the broad stair is laid in 
the case that leads to the Inquisition. 

I close by observicg, that here is an arm seventy years old, which 
(as long as it can raise to heaven in prayer, or wield a pen on earth) 
shall never be inactive when the religious rights of men are in jeo- 
pardy. Was there a vital fiore in my heart, that did not plead for 
rational religious liberty, | would chase the felon from his den and 
roast him in the flames.” 


[America has, for about half a century, stood alike the object of 
European admiration and envy, not only on account of her political, 
but still more on account of her religious liberties. The injured, 
honest, manly and enlightened sons of liberty, who have on that ac- 
count been oppressed and persecuted, by the cowardly brood of des- 
potism, have fled from the maddened zeal of blinded bigots,and found 
in the United States of America, that peaceful retreat, which con- 
soled their hearts, wounded by separation from all the endeared af- 
finities of country and friends. But should the ill-fated day arrive, 
on which an illegal oligarchy of religion and politics, should darken 
the fair heavens of America, **farewei!, a long farewell, to all her 
greatness!’ Rather than appropriate lands for the support of the 
clergy, which ever have become lazy, ignorant, and intolerant, in 
a to their wealth and political influence, we would strenu- 
ously recommend to Congress and every lover of religious and poli- 
tical liberty in these United States, to raise, by every possible 
means, even vast sums of money and an extensive fleet, to ship 


off in thousands, the admirers of the Ferdinands and the Inquisi« 
tion. —Ed. | 


A serious Call. 





6 From THE CuHristrAn Telescope. ° 
A SERIOUS CALL. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE FAMILY VISITOR, AND ZION S HERALD. 


We have noticed in the **Zron’s Heratp” of May 25th, taken 
from the **Famity Visrror,” a communication entitled **A WORD 
FITLY SPOKEN.” .This purports to be a correct representation 
of a scene which transpired in a stage-coach; but no one knows 
when or where. It holds up to view ‘‘a conceited coxcomb, and by 
turns a farmer, a politician, a philosopher, and a divine,” all in the 
same character: That the company ‘‘learnt from him what Satan 
preacher from the beginning, that the wicked shall not surely die.” 
That he offered to bet a hat, that he could quote more passages of 
scripture than all the passengers in the stage! And to finish the 
ridiculous picture of their pious fancy, they declare him to be ‘a 
Universalist preacher of much renown!” 

Now Messrs. editors of the ‘*Family Visitor and Zion’s Herald,” 
are you not ashamed of yourselves, when you reflect that you are 
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the wilful fulminators of such detestable slander? Common sense 
must have convinced you that this story was a Lie IN Gross. Do 
you think your readers are such consummate blockheads as not to 
discover the envious spirit that has given rise to this shameful de- 
traction? 

The editor of Zion’s Herald may plead that he was not the first 
publisher of this story;—but this is mo extenuation; for the man 
who willingly shares the profits of stolen goods, knowing them to 
be such, is, to all intents, an accompliance in the crime of larceny. 
Could we be convinced that he was not blessed with common sense, 
we could find ample excuse for his injudicious insertion of a tale 
of slander. 

Messrs. Editors—We are entitled to a hearing, and feel that we 
have a right to demand of you the uthor of this falsehood; and 
pledge ourselves to call any man of our religious connexion toa 
strict account, who will presume to be guilty of conduct so degra- 
ding. We have so frequently made a similar demand, in similar 
cases, that we can hardly anticipate better treatment in this than in 
former instances. Give us, if you can, the author’s name, and name 
of the preacher to which this communication purports an allusion.— 
If you neglect a compliance with this demand, we shall in future set 
you down as wi!ful calumniators, and destitute of moral and religi- 
ous cador. Should you, however, be sensible of the iniquity of 
such abusive slander, and promptly retract the steps you have ta- 
ken in this case, we shall sincerely rejoice in your reformation. 
Beseeching you to bear in remembrance that God sees, perfectly, 
the motives ofall your actions, and will not suffer the wicked to 
go unpunished, we bid you adieu. 


[As the editor of the Sunday School Visitant, published in this 
village, has copied the above scurrilous story without any reference, 
we presume, he wishes to be considered its worthy author. Butas 
it is probable he is not, we give him all the honor due to a plagiary 
of the meanest order. 


We have thought that a word fitly spoken was such as would 
administer grace to the hearers, but we had no apprehension that 
our orthodox editors had become so tofally depraved as to commute 
a word fitly spoken for calumny and slanderous anecdote. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.”’—£d. | 


-— -— 


TRACTS! TRACTS!! TRACTS!!! 

Yesterday, July 7th, we had a heavy fall of rain at Utica, and 
the doors and windows were shut to prevent the ingress of the storm. 
To-day the cloads being dispersed, and our house open for venti- 
Jation, in flew a tract at the front, and immediately after, one enter- 
ed by the rear! Mercy! cried I, has there been a shower of tracts! 
Seizing one of them I soon became satisfied, that it could not have 
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fallen from the clouds; for it was too foul to be of heavenly ori- 
gin. In a moment I recollected the establishment of an American 
tract society, which might be the cause of such an overflow in the 
market; that the venders, baffled to obtain a a might offer them 


gratis, and even intrude them on the inhabitants for the love of God 
and good of souls. 


These tracts contain any thing and every thing but common sense 
and the religion of Jesus. They answer in general to the descrip- 
tion given in the circular, issued by the committee of the aforesaid 
society; for none can read them without being fully pursuaded, that 
total depravity lay atthe origin of the whole concern. Alas! said 
I, is this the country of boasted liberty, where a man cannot breathe 
the wholesome «ir of heaven, without having pestilential tracts 
thrown in at his doors and windows, so highly fiasgeeel of brim- 
stone, that one accustomed to estimate things according to appear- 


ances, would suppose, they had been throwa up by some volcanic 
eruption. —£d. 































PROVIDENTIAL. 


‘*ProvipENTIAL.—The frame of a Unitarian Meeting House was 
raised in Northampton Mass. on the 26th June, and blown down 
the same day!”—Western Recorder. 





From the New-York Telescope, we learn that an orthodox Meet- 
ing House in Stockbridge, Mass. has recently been consumed by fire: 
This was provipenTiac! 





During the session of the Legislature a class of fanatical clergy got 
up no less than thirty three petitions, to prevent travelling on Sun: 
days, but their sickly efforts were all completely defeated. 


This was also provipenTiA! 





Last year prompted by the same overheated zeal, Secretary Yates, 
issued his bull, for the introduction of fanatical tracts into common 
schools; but the committee appointed by the Legislature to investi- 
gate the subject. pronounced the whole procedure an assuMED Av- 
THORITY, for which the Secretary was justly censurasLe. ‘This 
wily scheme also failed: 


And this too was provipENTIAL! 








The Presbyterians are now making desperate efforts to obtain a 
national establishment, but their overstrainings will excite an over- 
whelming opposition in the patriotic hearts of all true American 
freemen, which will crown their unhallowed and tyrannical efforts 
with shame, and ' 


This will be still further rrovipentiat. —Ed. 


OBITUARY. 

Diepv—At Lenox, on the 20th of May, Mrs. Tryphena, the 
worthy consort of Mr. Eliphalet Spencer, aged 72 years, after a lin- 
gering illnes of more than two vears. During the whole of her sick- 
ness she manifested a truly christian resignation, and seemed to 
possess that unshaken fortitude, which a firm reliance on an Almigh- 
ty Supporter, has a tendency to produce. She was a firm believer 
in Universal Salvation, for thirty years before her death. She was 
frequently questioned during her last illness, by both the opposers 
and friends of het faith, concerning the steadfastness of her mind, 
and she gave satisfaction tv all, that she was sincere in her belief. 

In her death her husband lost an amiable and affectionate compan- 
ion, her offspring lest a tender and prudent mother, and society and 
religion an ornament. She was a woman of superior intelligence 
and great strength of mind. She died without a struggle and seemed 
sweetly to fall asleep. Her calm and reconciled state of mind, 
which was conspicuous to the very last moments of her life, may 
well be compared to the setting sun, when there is not a cloud to 
hide its brightness, when he retires from our view, to rise in a more 
glorious and happy morn.—Communicated. 


GARRICK’S PRECEPTS TO pREACHERS.—The celebrated Garrick, 
having been requested by Dr. Stonehouse to favor him with his 
opinion as to the manner in which a sermon ought to be delivered, 
the English Roscius sent him the following judicious answer: 

My pear purit—You know how you would feel and speak in a 
parlour concerning a friend who was in imminent danger of his life, 
and with what energetic pathos of diction and countenance you would 
enforce the observance of that which you really thought would be 
for his preservation. You would not think of playing the orator, of 
studying your emphases, cadences and gestures; you would be your- 
self; and the interesting nature of your subject impressing your 
heart, would furnish you with the most natural tone of voice, the 
most pe language, the most energetic features, and the most sui- 
table and graceful gestures. What you would thus be in the parlour, 
be in the pulpit; and you will not fail to please, to affect, and to pro- 
fit. Adieu, my dear friend. 

p ——____} 

Urica is a very lively place, and has every appearance of a city, 
although it is but a few years in comparison since it was founded.— 
In 1794, there were only two or three log houses in the place and 
now it contains about five thousand inhabitants, and the buildings 
are generally of the best kind and finished in a style of taste and 
elegance; some of the mansions are equal to the best in our cities. 

The Canal runs through the centre of the town and much business is 
done here. The streets are generally wide—Genesee street in particu- 
lar is very handsome, having something of the appearance of Broadway, 
in New-York. There are six or seven fine churches, two banks, and six- 
teen or seventeen schools in town. It is a place of great thoroughfare.— 
The Canal boats are constantly arriving and departing, and there are 12 
or 1) stages which arrive and depart daily.—.Vat. dnt. 





